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Decolonization refers to the simultaneous dissolution of several intercontinental empires and the subsequent creation and formation of nation-states across the globe, particularly in regions formally colonized by the European powers. The creation of the new nation-states resulted in the structuring of new world order since it involved the transfer of the institutional and legal control over the former colonies by the colonial powers to the indigenously based authorities (Office of the Historian, 2021). Historians have observed that even though decolonization occurred through multiple phases, the core period of decolonization was in the middle of the 20th century following the second world war. Even though a majority of the colonial masters faced an inevitable end to the colonial rule during this period, it is essential to understand that a number of factors necessitated this process across the world. 
In the African continent, brutal confrontations were often experienced between those trying to assert independence and the colonial powers; the idea to restructure Europe, particularly after the end of the second world war, also played an instrumental role in the decolonization of the colonial empires. Europe was falling back on itself, and this significantly altered the continent’s position in the international power structure. During this period, the European powers were observably engaged in internal issues and, for this reason, presented less focus on their colonies (Babou, 2010). The establishment of the European Economic Community marked the shifting emphasis on reconstructing Europe. Evidence drawn from pieces of past literature indicates that the second world, in particular, was a major catalyst for African political freedom and independence. Arguably, the economic and political associated with the war on the European continent significantly contributed to the decolonization of the African territories. 

The second war was essential in the aspect of decolonizing the African empires because the war armed Africans with essential military knowledge and skills, which they consequently utilized in asserting their own independence. Communication and the need to collaborate with each other was a key skill learned by the Africans. Believably, this enabled them to fight off imperialism from their territories. This, besides the change in perception about white superiority, strengthened Africa's nationalism across the continent. The initial perception that Europeans were insurmountable and could not be defeated was fading off quite fast after the second world war, consequently giving the Africans the fighting spirit to push for the decolonization of the colonized territories (Myrice, 2015). 
Also, the war had ravaged the European economy, and besides the idea to engage in the reconstruction, the European powers were not able to continue managing their colonial empires. Similarly, they could not economically afford to resist the African nationalist movements. “The British won the war, but had to fight for their victory to the last man and the last penny. They came out of the war much poorer than before.” Entire Europe was virtually in ruins after the war, and for this reason, much of the European powers were too distracted to focus on their colonies. Ultimately, this led to weakened colonial systems across the continent. The last impact of the second world war on the decolonization process was the formation of various world organizations such as the United Nations after the failure of the League of Nations. The UN was observably against the idea of ruling with a fist in the territories and thus relabeled the concept of trusteeship territories. 


Cold war and decolonization also happened almost at the same time. Because of the cold war, the iron curtain was slowly descending across the European continent. Countries were observably divided into two factions; capitalism and communism. The allies from each faction played critical roles in ensuring that their allies achieved independence. Similarly, leaders of anti-colonial movements that were for the idea of decolonization tried to get either the United States or the Soviet Union. The two countries, Russia and United States, proclaimed support for the colonized territories. The United States declared support for democracy and a free market and was thus focused on liberating as many countries as possible (Rugege, 2021). On the other hand, the Soviet Union was also categorical in its actions to end capitalism and imperial rule. In this view, the US and the USSR often helped anticolonial movements. 
Conclusion
World second world war presented various impacts on the European continent. With the war, military forces were drawn back to Europe, and this provided nationalists movement in Africa, Asia, and the Middle East enough time to thrive. During the second world war, Japan, a world power at the time, drove out the European powers out of Asia and played key roles in the fight for decolonizing the Asian territories. The was also raved the entire European economy, consequently forcing the powers to reconstruct their continent.   These factors enabled the decolonization of the colonized territories. 
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